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BASTL HENRY ROBERTS being sworn and states as follows:

CDUNS“L. You are at present stationed at Mackenzie, and you are a

..1"
. Y ~. s

\,Lleutenant of 'D' Company, B.G. Volunteer Force?
LY

J7WkTﬁﬁSS:A Yes.

"COUNQBL. On the 25th May, 1964 ..at 0800 hours,what would that be?

_'WITﬁESS. Elght o'clock in the morning.
't'CbUNSEiz As,a result ?f the general breskdown of law.and order in the
| 'Wismar/Christianburg ares on the.QSth May, you were summoned by Major
_Lanéha@'Fo{§epo;tvg9r duty immediately along with your entire Company?
MITNZSS: Thst is right.
COUNSEL: What was the strength of your Company.
WITNESS: The entire strength-was 97a

~COUNSEL: " You ;eported for duty and subsequently reported to headquarters?
WITNESS: Yes gi;.

GﬁNSEL: You received special instructions from your S?C. that you after-
fwg;as ﬁassed on to all r:anks?

i 5 T tu'
WITNESS: * I did soe

DN.EL: The 1nst1;uctions; you received were to have every member of the

; fo#ée blane one round of 303 ammo e in his breach, after having loaded his
. magééine'with 10 rounds w3503 émmo. in readiness on encountering any riot

BTy Cw o ! ;
mobs, ‘rioters or ersonis?se You carried out these instructions?
WITAESS: -T did soe 4

S o)

"COUNSEL::‘Your term of duty began about b930,hours, that is 9,30 on the

'25th May and ended around 5 a.m. on the 26th May, And during your tem:
T - :
) your‘were engaged in nmumerous duties from resguing men, women and childien,

_\

'\

sav1ng bulldlngs from being destroyod by fire and seeing the refugees Were
safely transported from Wlemar Pollce Station to Demba Trade School. Ils

that right.

g ¥l -

CWINESS: Yes siy. X
' L

JCOUNSEL 2.4 o0
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COUNSEL: A total of approximately 31 adults and 29 children were rescued
by your pat?ol alone, .some 0f these pesople were hidden in swamps, their
houses and sometimes in- a neighbour's home, is that correet?

UITNESS: That is correcte.

COUNSEL: After seeing the plight of those people who were mostly in the
one mile and half mile area - Where is that area?

wiTNESS: Wey back of the Wismar ‘Hoﬁsing Scheme, a little way back intc
the bushes.

COUNSEL: As a result of this, you were forced ta concentrate on saving
lives rather. than property?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

OUNSEL: 7You are now saying that as a result of the presence of your t1oops
most of these evatuces were able to collect a2 lot of their belongings,
before being escgrted to the Police Station.
- WITNESS: Yes sir.

COUNSEL: The operation of which you spoke was done through rain, sun,
swamp end dense bushes, np hill ‘and down hill withnothing to eat or drink
on the part of your troops?

WITNESS: That is tzue.

COUNSEL: Licutenant you are saying that you are completely satisfied with

-

the manner in which your men handled themselves in the situation under those

s o
ST

conditions?
WITNESS: I am sir.

MR. SHEPHERD; You are now expressing the opinion shared by your answer

that Major Langham was with you in the thick of things.
WITNESS3 Tes sire

MR, SHFPYERD§{ Licutenant Roberts let me get the time right on the 25th

you were on duty from 9430 which was the Monday, and to 0500 hours which
was the Tuesdey the 26th, the total period of something like 30 hours.

Did you have any sleep?
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WITNESS: No sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: Did you get anything to ecat? Did you feed your men? How were

your troops fed? Were they brought back for food?
WITNESS: It was difficult for me to say, I do not think anybody had more
than a cup of teas

MR, SHEPHERD: Were they fed by voluntary aid?

WITNZSS: I think so, wherever it could be provided.

MR. SHEPHERD: Did you psrsonally have nothing but 2 cup of tea for 30 hours?

WITNESS: I certainly had sir.

MR. SHEPHZRD: Sdfar as your pesral was oancarped could you remember the exact

nmumber of persons that wire rescued by your patrol?
WITNESS: Noe

MR. SHEPH3RD: You didn't keep an eccurate record?

WITNESS: It wasn't possible to do that at the time.

MR. SHEPHIRD: From your personel knowledge you are unatle to say how uany
persons were rescued by other patrols.
WITNESS: I am sir., The ¢ther-officers and men would have thise

MR. SHEPHERD: You say some were rescuad in neighbours! homes, who were

they, who rescued them, were they all Indians?
WITNESS: All races, Amerindians, Africans and Eest Indians.,
MR. SHEPHSRD: :Did all these people help you rescue the lives of ell the

e R
unfortunate people?

WITNESS: Yes sir,

MR. SHEPHERD: ILicutenant Roberts, complaints have bien made about you and

your men, do you kmow what these complaints ars?

WITNESS: So far as I can s&y sir, they are not true, but are irrelevant
to the members of the Volunteer Foxce.

SHEPHIRD; Lieutenant Roberts have you heard of Mjhamed Hakim?

WITHNESS: He lived at 38 Silvertown Wismer. 7Yes, I know a men by the rame

of Hakim but I ‘dontt know if he is the man.

gSH:mmD:
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SHEPHERD: What race is ha?

WITNESS: Indian.

SHEPHERD: What sott of business did he heave.

WITNESS: He had a Liquor Restaurant.

SHEPHERD: What happened to his restaurant?

WITNESS: It was destroyed by fire.

SHEPHERD:  Were you anywhere near the restaurant at the time?
JITNESS: No. 350 yards away,

MR, SHEPHSRD: Were there any petrols neer the restaurant.

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. SHEEHERD: What happened when you were 350 yerds away?

WITHESS: I saw the building on fire.

MR. SHAZPHiRD: Was-it the only building on fire?

WITNESS: No, there were several others.

MR, SHEZPHIRD: Were you with your patrol?

WITNESS: I was with my patrol at &1l times,

MR. SHEPHSRD: How many?

WITNESS: Six of them and myself.

MR, SHEPHERD: Were there any police?

WITNESS: Nonec.

I

MR, SHAZPH:RB: What did you do when you saw Hakim's place on fire?

WITNESS: Nothing.

MR. SHEPHZRDs What were you doing?

JITNESS: I was assisting in rescuing and transporting people to Wismar
Police Stations, I was away up the hill and I had e pair of ®inoculars.
It was with the aid of this pair of binoculars that I observed Hakim's

building and several others on fire,

MR, SHEZPHERDs At the time you were engaged in rescuing other Indieans?

WITNESS:  Yes sir,

-

i
MR, SHEPHERD: QJo youknow a men by the name of Inshen Ally-Khan who is =

tailor?
~ WITNESS: Maybe I know him but not by name.

JUR. SHEPHEAD:..
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MR. SHEPHERD: He was living at 125 Wisnmar.

WITNESS: I still don't kmow him.

MR. SHEPHERD: Can't you remember? He had a2 Dry Goods Store there.

WITNESS: Probablys.

MR. SHEPH:RD: Are Mr. Wishart and Sgt. Archer here?

WITNESS: Lieutenant Wishert is now at Mackenzie. Sgt. Archer is here.

MR. SHEPHERD: Was Sgt. Archer on patrol with you?

WITNSSS: He hed his own patrol, we met only on occasions.

MR. SHEPHERD: Were you with Sergeant Archer at any time when an Indian

spoke to him about saving his property and Sergeant Archer replied that
there was no time for that, only time for saving lives.
WITNESS: I cannot remember.

MR. SHiEPHERD: Né% Lieutcnart Robarts, is it +true that your instructions

were to save lives end rot tqéave property?
WITNESS: After observing the situation that is whet I resolved to do.

MR. SHEPHERD: Do you know a man named Richard Bolaisingh? He owns a

grocery and is about 67 years old. He is also called Richard Lowe.

WITNESS: I heard the nexze but I don't know him.

MR. SHEPHERD: This man has given evidence that while he was being rescued

by a Policeman he saw a Voliuntesr breeking windows and doors. Did the

Volunteers at sny time break windows end docrs?

WITNESS: Not to my knowledge.

MR. SHEPHERD: If they saw houses on fire and thought that people's lives
were endangered wmhat would they do?

WITNE3S: Obviously they would try to get into the building by smashing
doors and windowse

MR. SHSPHZRD: Did you after the 25th May work with the Bpitish Army?

NITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. SHEPH:RD: Do you remember Lieutenant Thomas?

VITNESS: I do.

MR.SHEPHERD: Did you meet Lieutenant Thomas?

WITN®SS: Yes sir,

s R R R et ] o L P e I i e

/MR. SHEPHEZRD

.

o
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MR. SHEPHZRD: Could you say if you met him on Monday 25th?

WITNESS: I can't remember, probably I did.
MR.SHEPHIRD: If there were rumours going around thet Police and Voluntesrs
were taking the side of the rioters wouid you have agreed?
WITNBESS: I would never have agreed with it.
MR. SINGH: Where do you live?
WITNESS: 395 Mora Street, Mackenzie, Demerare River.
MR. SINGH: Before the 25th of this year, where did you live?
WITNESS: Same place.
MR. SINGH: What work did you do?
WITNESS: 'I am a professional photographer at the Demerara Bauxite Compahy.
MR. SINGH: When did you first hear of the incident at Wismer?
WITNESS: To be truthful on Sunday evening, on the 24th.
MR. SINGH: This was the first time you heard it?
WITNESS: Yes gir.
MR, SINGH: Prior to Sunday 24th did you fecl any tension in the city?
WITNESS: I wouldn't be able to-answer that.
MR. SINGH: Did you feel it?
H#ITNESS: I didn't feel it.,
MR. SINGH: You felt that everything was going right and calm? When did

you first realise that tihere was trouble?

B

JITNESS: When it started sir. On the evening of the 24th.

MR, SINGH: Tell me something, are you ond your men trained to deal with
situetions such as you dealt with at Wismar?

WITNESS: Not fully trained sir but almost trained.

MR. SINGH: What exactly does that mean?

WITNESS: BNot in comparison with the British troops.

MR. SINGH: What about the Police Force?

WITNESS:  Yur duties were quite different.

MR. SINGE: How often did you go into training?

WITNZSS: Once o week, one hour to one and a half hours, one afternoon
per weeke.

MR. STHGH:..
ﬁ /
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MR. SINGH: ©Now you are trained under whose commznd?

WITNESS: Well exactly I do the training.

MR. SINGH: What does Majox Langham do?

WITNSSS: He supervises.

MR. SINGH: When you are given these men training is Major Langhem there?
WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. SINGH: Are you directiy under Major Langham?

WITNESS: Yes sirs

MR. SINGH: No one else?

WITNESS: We have got another officer Lieutenant White.

MR. SINGE: TYou ere the same rank?

WITNZSS: We are all the same rank.

MR.SINGH: When wer; you alezrted to be embodied?

WITNESS: Approximately at 8 o'cllck on the 25th May.

MR. SINGH: At 8 o'clock in the morning? (When wire you excctly embodied znd
committed?

WITNESS: Around 9.30 to 10.00.

MR. SINGH: How meny of your platoon were committeed?

AITNESS: I wouldn't be able to say.

MR. SINGH: How many of ycur men were committed by 9.30?

WITNESS: I wouldn't be able to say we were despatched at the trouble spot.

MR. SINGH: But surely you were there at 9.30? At that time how many men
were embodied?

WITNESS: I don't know Sir.

MR. SING: What were you doing?

WITNESS: I was getting busy to see how meny men I could zet.

MR. SINGH: What did you mean getting busy?

WITNESS: Getting busy dressed tb go across to Wismar.

MR, SINGH: Did you know there was trouble at Wismar?

WITNESS: I knew there was trouble at Wismars.

#¥R. SHEPHIRD: He didn't, he picked up six men and went across to Wismer.

JMR. SINGH:..
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MR. SINGH: Did you use the¢ word busy just now? In rclation to what?
Collecting men?

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. SINGH: How meny men did you collect? At what time?

JITNESS: Six men, between 9.30 and 10.00.

MR. SINGH: Between 8 and 9.30 what were you doing?

WITNESS: Getting dressed to report to headquarters.

MR. SINGH: Where did you say you lived?

JITNESS: At 395 Méra Street, Mackenzie.

MR. SINGH: How far is that from hesdquarters?

WITNESS: About helf a mile.

MR. SINGH: So between 8.00 and 9.30 where were you?

WITWESS: I wasn't gome-alffhat time, I was receiving orders from Major

Langham.

MR.SINGH: What were the orders you received?

WITNESS: That there was trouble at Wismar and I was getting men out of their
as 3

Jjobs and getting/many men as possibles

MR. SIHGH: You say when'yna 2ot over to Wismar, what time did you get there?

AITNESS: 9,30 to 10,00.

MR. SINGH: You S8y you were up on a hill end could see your men in

operation because you had the use of a binoculaws?

B

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. SINGH: When you say your men you mean your platoon?

WITNESS: Not pletoon sir.

MR. SINGH: I am sorry. How many men did you have under your command?

WITNESS: Six men.

MR. SINGH: You snaid you were ecbout 350 yerds away up on a hill and you

could see your men in operation because you had the use of binoculars?

When you say you had six men under your command you did not dnclude yourself

in that nucber?

WITNESS: The six and mysel)f.

/SINGH:...



MR, SINGH: Werec all six Loing rescuing work?

WITNESS: The six men were with me all the time.

MR. SINGH: When you spoke ¢f your men you mean all the members of the
volunteer force?

WITNESS: Yes.

VMR. SINGH: You said in your avidence at the time when the Liquor
restaurant was being burnt your men wire 350 yards away.

HITNSESS: My patrol was with me all the time.
MR. SIdGi: Now what did you do to save the ligquor restzurant.
WITNESS: I was not there.
MR. SINGH: You seid that you were 350 yards eawey, you said that it .sotb to
such a staszs that your rrimary concarn with tha rewmoving of lives and
removal of pesople Who were burnt out. Now your original orders were to
save property and life?

. A, . | :
WITNESS: Our orders were, sir, to try agmuch as possl ble to save as much

MR, SINGH: By whom: who gave those orders?
WITNESS: Major Langham.,

MR. P.N. SINGH: Major Langham told you to s:ve house and properties?

WITNES %2 ﬁb he didg't, sir, he told us to get across to Wismexr, but when
we reacnhed there we saw fire.

ey
BR. SINGH: . At 9.30.in the morninz you did not know what was happening?
WITHESS: I saw fire and people were being taken from Wismar.
MR. SINGH: And who were the persons you si:w coming across the river?
WITNESS: I don't know tham.
MR. SINGH: T mean what race?
JITNESS: 3Bast Igdians.
MR. SINGH: At any time you werc told tc save lives and proprties?
WITNESS: No sir.
MR. SINGH: Was Major Langham across the river? What time was it?
WITN®SS: I saw him on the hill at 11 o'clock.

/MR. SINGH:.,.
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MR. SINGH: Can you say what time the Volunteer Force was fully embodied
and committed?

WITNESS: About three o'clock in the af ternoon,

MR. SINGH: I do not want to interfere I just want the evidence. Bgsides
standing on the hill with your men what did you do?

WITNESS: We were rescuing people who werz2 hiding.

MR. SINGH: Héw long were you living at Mackenziee

JITNESS: Approximately eight years.

MR. SINGil: You know Wismar/Christianburg good?

NITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. SINGH: What time did you get over?

WITNESS: 9.30 to 10.00 o'clock.

MR.SINGH: You mustncross over before you could have gotten where?
WITNESS: One mile and a half sir.

MR. SINGH: Between 9.30 a.m. and 3 p.m.,-did you see anybody beins beaten?
WITNES:: T saw that the people were becaten.

MR. SINGH: Did you see anybody settiné fire to ewy buildinz?

WITNESS: No sir.

MR. SINGH: Did you rsecognise anybody in the crowd?

J4ITNESS: I did not sir.

@3._§£NGH;A Tou did not? Did they look hostile?

WITNESS: No sire.

MR. SINGH: ¥hy erc you lying?  fThey looked peaceful as if they were going
to Church?

WITNESS: I don't know sir.

MR. SINGH: Did you see bibles in their hands?

JITNESS: I can't remembor,

MR. SINGH: Why ere you lying you would not impress anybody.

WITNESS: I em trying to answer you.

MR. SIJIGH: Do you know what is a bible?

JITNZS33:  Yes sir.

MR, 3THGH. 44,
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MR. SINGH: Did you see them with any books in their hands?
WITNESS: I do. not know,
MR. SINGH: Did they have cutlagsses or bicycle chains?
WITNES3: I can't rsmember,
MR. SINGH: Did you have guns?
WITN#ESS: Rifles end Sten Guns.
MR. STNGH: Whatare the namesof the men in your command?
WITNSSS: I will try.
MR. SINGH: I hope ycu will.
WITNESS: I will.
MR. ZINGH: Do you know that you wera going %o aive a stescmoent weday? Did
you prepare for this?
WITNESS: I did expect thet.
MR. SINGH: Yes?
WITNESS: Lance Corporal Simonds, Private-Stevenson 'J*, Private O. .Boston 'C',
and Lance Corporel Bacchus, '0'.
MR. SINGH: You are doing wells
WITNESS: I can't remember the other two names for the moment.
MR. STNGE: Only six men and you can't remember the other two names? How
many Stens were there?
UITNESS: Two.
MR, SINGH: Who and who were in charge of these auns?
WITNESS: Myself and Lance Corporal Simonds were in charge of hem.
¥R. SINGH: Did you know thzt the stens - do you know that one was lost
or stolen?
WITHESS: TYes sir.
MR. STNGH: Was a report made to you about it?
JITNESS: Yes sir.
MR. SINGH: Tell me something, it was in your possession at the time waen
it was missing?

WITNESS: It was at the headquarters.

/MR. SI¥GH....
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MR. SINGI: What was the number of the Sten gun?

WITHSSS: I would not be able to say.

MR. SINGH: Did you know thut your Sten gun was found under = bridge at
Kitty?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. SINGH: You have lived in the area for ei:ht y=zars?

WITNESS: Yes sir about eisght years.

PROF. DRAYTON: You have lived well with the people, you have lots of {riends?

WITNESS: I should think so.

PROF. DRAYTON: Are eny of them Indians?

HITNESS: Yes sir.

PROF. DRAYTON: And you moved eclong well with them, you did not have any
quarrels with them before, no hostility?
WITNESS: No sir.

PROF. DRAYTON: Prior 'to the 24th you said-you saw no sisn of tension?-

SITNSSS: No.

PROF. DRAYTON: You and your Indian friends got on well prior to that you

heard no rumours that there /was going to be any trouble in the area?
WITNESS: Well, there were rumours that there was zoing to be trouble in
the area.

-

?ROE. DRAYTUN: From whom?

WITNESS: Well, from these fellows who were employees of Croo Keng's
over at Mackenzie. One told me that there was ~0ing to be trouble in the
arca.,

PROF. DRAYTON: The men in your petrol. were at all times with you at

Wismar?
NITN:@SS: Yes.

PROF. DRAYTON: 3So Lance Corporal Simonds was at all times with you?

WITNZSS: Yes.

PROF. DRAYTON: 1In the course of your answar to Mr. P. Singh just now you

said that at no time while you were at Wismar did you see unruly crowds?

JWITNES3:. ..
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WITWHSS: Hostile crowds.

PROF. DRAYTON; What is the difference between hostile and unruly crowds?

-WITNESS: Hostile crowds are people who are attackineg and unruly crowds
are people who can't be controlled.

PROF, DRAYTON: Well, hostile in what respect.

WITNESS: Well, they could not be controlled.

PROF'. DRAYTON: Were they aromnd?

WITNISS: No sir.,

PROF., DRAYTON: Well, in what sense were they unruly.

WITWZS3: They were moving up and down.

PROF. DRAYTON: As a matter of fact, in answer to Mr. P. Singh you said

that they were moving so slowly that they were looking as if they were
z0ing to Churcn. But yet Corporal Simonds fired. two rounds of ammunition
to disperse unruly crowds? ‘'ere you present at that time?

WITNESS: No sir.

PROF. DRAYTON: But you told me you weres That was not on the 25th?

UITNESS: No sir. Probably the next aay, there was a break and enter at
the Mackenzie market sguare.

PROF. DRAYTON: No, this is an account of ammunition expendad in military

opsrations and it states wihere the circumstances under which Lance Corpcral

s

fired at an unruly crowd, $o it wasn't Mackenzie, this was a2t Wismar.
o B A REFT

JITNZESS: The weapon used was a Sten gun?

PROF. DRAYTON: We can chezk that of course, but at no time was a shot

fired?
JITNSSS: Not with my patrol. They never fired a shot.

PROF. DRAYTON: You did not sec any cases of people being raped?

PITNESS: No, I saw & women come running to me in the nude, j»ut of the
bushes.

PROF. DRAYTON: ‘here was this woman?

1
WITNESS: AT one mile Wismar.

PROF, DRAYTON: Do you know this woman?

WITNESS: No sir.
/PROF. DRAYTON:...
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PROF. DRAYTON: Did you find out her name?

WITNESS: No-sir.

BROF. DRAYTON: Did you gn down by the riverside, you and your patrol at
any time? Were there amy crowds there?
WITNESS: Yes.

PROF. DRAYTON: What were they doing?

WITNESS: They were in front of the Policez Station watching what was going
on and being dispersed all the time.

PROF. DRAYTON: How long nave you been a member of the Volunteor?

WITNESS: 1953,

PROI'. DRAYTON: Thank you.

MRS. MOOTOO: Ycu said you rescucd several people, how many?
WITNESS: It was approximately about 31 adults (and 29 children.
MRS. MOOTOO: Whers did you rescue them from,

WITNESS: From the sand crying cut for help, because some »f them were

MRS.MOOTO0: You saw them being beaten?
JITNESS: No. They were-hiding out in houses.

MRS. MCQTOO: Whet else:.

WITNESS: We took them down.

-

MRS. MOOTO0: What else did you rescue them from?

o L

e T L

WITNESS: From swamps. I had a report that there were people hiding out
in swampy areas and I took my patrol to ;0o and rescue them.

MR3. MOOTOO: Was the atmosphere tense when you were there?

WITNB3S: Yes. People were lyinz about the place, and buildings were
being destroyed.

MRS. MOOTOO: Three houses in Georgetown can be on fire, and yet the
atmosphere need not be tense.

JITNESS: Well, I term this as tense.

MRS. MOOTCO: I can see & house on fire and I .cen sometimes lock at the
crowd and say it is not tense.

/AITNESS:. . .
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WITNESS: Jell, after secing so many people we realised that something
was going on, so I decided that the situation was tense.
MRS. MOOTOO: But you did not see anybody beinz besten or-anybody being
reped?
JITNISS: No.
MRS. MJUTUU: You did not see ahybody running about with bottles, or shticks
and yst you say it was tense?
WITNZESS: I saw people run:ing, going and coming.
MRS. MOJTOR: You say you ware looking through a pair of binoculars.
JITH®ESS: At that time it was Hakim's store on fire.
MR3. MCOTO0: But if you were busy at the time how could yow 1look through
binoculars?
WITNESS: Where I was lonking from was close to the Police Station, and
there were people all around and I could not leave them therec.
MRS. MOJTO0: Why were you looking at them?
WITNESS: Members of the Police Force were there.
MRS. MOOTOO0: Did you have a drink -from Mr.T. Prashad's shop?
JITNGSS: Not on the 25th, I'don't know who is T. Prashed.

$. MOOTOO: Did enybody-give you a drink?

JITN3SS: No.
MRS. MOOTO®: Did~you see a woman by the neome of Shirley Mohammed, did
you see her with thres children?
WITNESS: I probably know her, but not by name.
MRS. MOO@TOO: Did you see & woman with three children and with her clothes
torn, calling out to the Volunteers for help?
WITNISS: I cannot remerber.
MRS. MOJTOO: Thank you very much.

PROF. DRAYTON: Now I have referred to Exhibit P presented by your

Commanding Officer which shows on the 25th and not on the 26th that
Corporal Simonds was equipped with a rifle and not a Ste.: gun, and that
he fired .303 emmunition to disperss en unruly crowd.

JITHESS: What Major Langham said was wrong.
JMR. SHEFHIRD:...
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MR. SHEPHIRD: I dbject sir, Officer Langham keeps his own records and this

witness cannot be guestioned to the manner of how it is kept.
CHATRMAN: The witness has told us that Simands could not have fired the
shot on the 25th, because he was with him all the time.

PuO?. DRAYTON: When you were looking throush your binoculsars, and saw

Hackim's shop burning, you nad the memb :rs of your patrol with you, all of
them armed? Couldn't you send two or three members of your patrol to save
Hackim's shop? You kept all of them there with you?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

PROF. DRAYTON: You didn't think of sendins two of your men %o sive the

shop?
JITNESS: No sir, there were other members of the.force getting rid of the

crowd.

MR. SH@PHIRD: They were looting on the 24th 2t 8.C0 a.m.?

WINES3S: It was on the 25th sir.

MR. SHSPHERD: On the 25th; the Moaday, 24 men had already been culled in
but before the rest were alerted and caﬁe in dribs 2nd drabs. Your total
strength was 97, and how many in the areca were committed?

WITNZSS: The entire 97.

MR. SHIPHERD:. .In answer to a member of the Commission there were crowds

and I think you used the term "unruly'.

S AR R —

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR, SHEPHZRD: Is this your opinion that if you hed shot into the crowd the

situation would have got worse?
WITNSSS: I probably think worse.

MR..SHEPHERD: In an answer to a member ¢f the Commission when you saw

Hackin's place burning were other places burniis at the same time?
WITNESS: Yes sire.

PROF., DRAYTON: How meny other places would you say were burning at a suess?

WITN33S: Well about five.

/PROF. DRAYTON¢. ..
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PROF. DRAYTOM: You rescued a lot of people, when you saw the fires why didn't

you go to put them out?

WITNESS: If I hed left them there, by the time I had returned I wight have
found them dead o; beaten.

CHATRMAN : Did you have any training in dealing with riotcus crowds?
WITNASS: No Sir.

CHAIRMAN: Would you say that all the Indians were cvacuated from the Hill?
WITNES3: Not on the same day.

CHATRMAN: DNow to coms back to the unruly crowds how did you handle them?
WITHES3: Well I never encountered eny of them.

CHATIRMAN: Do you know a woman by the name of Shirley Mohammed?

CHATRMAN: Do you know & man by the name of Ramnaresh?

WITNES3: Perhaps I saw.him but I don't know tne name.

CHAIRMAN: Do you know whether ycur patrols werg ancar the shop and were seen
drinking beer?

WITNESS: My patrcls were ;t no tims ‘neer & shop. There was no shop necrby.
CHATRMAN: Did your patrols pass:by and see sny house being pulled down?
JITHESS: No sir.

CHATRMAN: Thank you.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Your_full nameée 1s Robert M. Archer?

JITNESS: Yeas sir.
i s

&

MR. RAMSAROOP: And yoﬁ are Sergeant 1342 of 'D' Company of the British Guiana

. Volunteer Force?

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. RAMSAROOP: On Suniay, 24th May, 1964 at zbout 1500 hours, at about 3 p.m.
you were c¢mbodied at Mackenzie following an outbresk at Wismar?

YITNE3S: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: You were in charge of 24 men made up as follows: 3 Corporals,

3 Lance Corporals end 18 P ivates?

AITNESS: Yes sir.

/MR. RsMSAROOP:..
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MR. RAMSAROOP: These men having received their orders from Major Lanzham
who was in charge, drew their rifles and ammunition at 1900 hours, tazt
would be 5 p.m.

HIYNSSS: No, 7 p.m.

¥R. RAMSAROOP: On the said day 24th May, the first detail of 12 men arrived
at the Wismar Police Station. éour men were divided into four groups and
placed under the supervision of a uniformed armed Policeman and you returned
to berracks and resumed your guard dutiese The second set of 12 men left
for Wisma; at 2345 hours that would be quarter to twelve.

WITHHSS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Oxn the morning of the 25th, you receixad a tolopkone moseaze-

from Major Langham. When?
WITNASS: About 9.30 to guarter to ten.

MR, RAMSAROOP: You receivzd a telephone mzsssge from Major Lanshem thzt

you must take every available man to dismar immsdiately beczuse there was
& breskdown of law and order.
JITNESS: Yes.

IMR. RAMSAROOF: On arriving’at Wismar Police Station you were instructed

by the Officer-in-Charazes.
HITNES3: By the 8ergeent.

CHATRMAN: Could you dafine the Scergeant's name?
%
WITN333: Sergeant Chalmers.

MR. RAMSAROOP: You were instructed by Serreant Chalmers to have two troops
o
to patrol independently?

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. RAMSAROOP: You took control of one group and 2608 Blanchard t.aok

charge of another group?
WLITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: The men under your control left with you for Silver Town.

Is thet Silver Town, Wismar?
JITNESS: It woudd be He'.f Mile and One Mile. The crec is divided up into

sections. Silver Town is one section and Half Mile is up on a hiil.

/MR. REMSAROOP: .
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MR. RAMSAROOP: Did you while patrolling observe a fire at Helf Mile and

saw a dwellinz housc on fire? Can you particularise it?
JITNE °S:  On patrol we asked whose house was burring and nobody seemed to know
and we couldn't do anything because we didn't have any fire equipment.

MR. RAMSAROOP: In Silver Town? 4And you saw 10 lights in the house and the

house was complately locked?
WITNZE3S: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROQP: Not so far awsy you saw anoth:r fire and there wers crowds

of people shoouting. People of what rzce?
JITW33S:  They were made up mostly of Africans.

MR. RAMSAROOP: What were the shouts?

AITNSS3: The normal shouts of & disorderly essembly. a Triptous assembly.

-

MR. RAMSAROOP: On reaching there you found the house of Walter Bholai on

fire and both himself and his wife bzeten and strippad. At Silver Town?

WITNESS: No at One Mile arca.

MR. RaMSAROOP: Sergeant you then cordoned off the arez end dispersed the
crowd aidad by your men. +hile you were in that ares your patrol rescued
several persons including gmeer Khan Samaroo who was reported beaten, Mohamad
Assalc of the Vglley of Tears. He was also beaten. Is thal corrcct?

NITNESS:  Yes sir.

‘MR. RAMSARO.'P: : And several other families ran to you for assistance and you

——

B
in company of your men escorted them to the Wismar Police Station.

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. RAMSAROQOP: In Silver Town you picked up one Joe Pgrssud of One Mile?
{ITNESS: Not One Mile. I picked him up in Silver Town. His residence =at
the time was atIOne Mile.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Joe Persaud wasz beaten and robbed?

WITNRS3: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Persaud gave you $95.00 for sefe keeping?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

/MR. RAMSAROOE:.
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MR. RAMSAROOP: Did he ret it back?
WITNESS: The next mornings Corporal Theirens and myszlf took the cash back
to Pgrsaud. He was at the Trade School.

MR. RAMSAROOP: These men wsre rescued in your party, Pgrsaud, Sankar and

several people from the Silver City area.
WITNZSS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMS:ROOP: These were taken to the Wismor Police Station where they

were given protection by your 'D' Company?

WITNESS: Yes, the nature of the protection, there were people outside the

Police Station where the rescucd were taken. We stationed cxrmed suards:

around to prevent the people fr:m surging into the compound.

MR. RAMS:.ROOP: Were fhere people kecping watch?

WITNZSS: Yas

MR. SHiIPHiRD:

When did your

the 25th May?

there were.
Sergeant Archer, was it your duty to protect these people?

tour of duty start? Was it on Sunday or Mondey, the 24th or

JITNESS: On Sunday the 24th ate.«..

MR. SHSZPH#®RD:

What time?

WITNESS: At three o'clock that day.

‘MR.- SHEPHIRD:

Did it finish on the 25th or the 26th?

_ HITNESSs= On Tuesday the 26th.

MR. SHEPH RD:
#ITNESS: Not

MR. SHZPHERD:

During th:t time you had much sleep?
verjﬁuch Siltte

How much?

WITNESS: To be correct. I had on the 24th to 25th two hours sleep.

MR. SHEPH.IRD:
WITNESS: Two

MR. SHEPHSRD:

WITNESS: The

MR, SHEPH RD:

What happened on the 25th and 26th?
hours and a half sleep?

How did you and your men teke it?

situation was very tense and we just had to be on the go.

You said that you found Wezlter Bhola beaten end stripped: How

did you sse hin?

JWITNESS: .
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WITNZSS: He was lying in his yard.

IMR. SHEPHSRD: What did you do for Walter Bholai?

WITNIESS: His wife asked me to give him some water to drink and we sent for
transportation to teke him to the hospital.

MR. SHEPHSRD: Were you satisfied with the service that your men performed?

- BITNBSS: Yes I am.

« AITNZSS:: Yes it was.

MR. SHRPHIRD: How many years of service do you have in the Volunteer Force?

WITNISS: Fourteen years.

MR, SHEPHERD: How long have you lived in Mackenzie?

3 L)
WITNZSS: Since 1956.
-t
T
MR. SHEPH:RD: *You know the people well at Wismar? You know Hakim Khan
e
at%38 Silver Town. Wes his place burned down?

MR, SEFPH RD: Where were you when it was béing burnt?
WITNESS: I was not there.

MR. SHEPHAIRD: Did you szc it?

JITNESS: I saw it Sundey nicht. . It wésn't burnt when we wcre passing
through Silvertown #oinz up to Half Mile, One Mill, nor when we were
paséigg back.

MR. SHEZPH&RD: Wefe you told of saving lives end properties?
ﬁWI?N?SS;_ At al} times ‘we were told to save the lives of people.

MR. SHEPHERD: Which came first?

WITNESS: Lives.

MR. SHAPHERD: Did Hekim complain to you =2bout your men?

WITNESS: No.

MR.SHEPEERD: Did you know I,shan Ali Khan, he is a tailor and businessman
at Silver City?

WITHBESS: Yes,;I know him.

MR. SH¥PHsRD: Did he say something to youebout his property?

WITNZSS: I can't remember, several people told me about theirs.

/MR. SHEPHERD:..
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Te city, would you agree with me that during the patrols you saw = lot
people behaving in 2 disorderly mamer, you agree with fthat?

Yes, they were.

Iﬁ.'P. SINGH: And during this patrol of yours frOm 9.30 to whene&er it was
.thé next morning, you saw nobody being beéten, and nobody lighting‘houseqi
afire?

WITNESS: Thaet's correct.

MR, P. SINGH: These crowds you saw numbsr2d sbout what?

WiINESS: The largest crowd I have ever dispsrsed at one time numbered about
- 150,

MR. P. SINGH: Having dispe-sed thecm, did they so clsewhers and cather?

WITHESS: Yes, you disperscd a crowd here, saying get away, 3¢ to your

home, they removed from one area and went to another erca.

MR. Py SINGH: Let us put it this way, your patrol was not able to cope
with these crowds?
“WiTNﬁéEE No, we oould not have coped with the crowds.

MR. Ps SINGH: You live at Mackenzie?

JITNESS : Yes, I do. I live in the Housing Schame at Wismar.

MR. P. SINGH: How many years have you been living there?

WITN&ES3: Since 1961.

MR. PP SINGH: Did you reccgnise any persons in these crowds?

ER. P. SIHGH! _And yquysaid thét'haéing dispersed them here, they would

gb there .and asscmble?

WITNESS: . Yes.
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MR. P. SINGH: Did you arrest any of them?

JITNESS: Not for assembling.

.MR. P. SINGH: What for?

WITNESS: I made arrests of psople with articles that might have appeared
to be looted stuff.

MR. Pe SINGH: I see, but tell me, wasn't one or your duties to disperse

crowds and make sure that there were no gatherings of people on the road?
WITNESS: Yes, that was ons of our duties.

MR. P. SINGH: Well if you told a person to disperse and they didn't disporse

what would you do?
WITNGSS: I would have them arrestad.

MR. P. SINGH: Well if you told them to disperse here;, and they went to the

-

corner and gathersed again what would be your duty?
JITNESS: I would have them arrested.

MR. PP SINGH: Did you arrest any?

WITNESS: No, I did not.

MR. P. SINGH: Why?

WITNESS: Because whenever I gave an order to disperse, people would move

promptly.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you reccgnise if it was thc same crowd you told %o

disperse? Would you rccognise eny of the people?

e

WITNZSS: Yes, I told you I would recognise some of them.

MR.P.N. SINGH: Now, how did these people appear to you?

JITNSSS: They appeared to be calm, some w.re just walking.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you find out why they were gathering?

WITNES3: No, I didn't. My duty was not to disperse crowds but to sec that
they didn't commit any offence.

MR. P.N. SINGH: +ho gave you the orders?

WITNSSS: Major Langhem. -

Mite P.N. SINGI: What were your orders?

WITNESS: My orders were 0 gover over with other responsible men we have to

Wismer becsuse therz was a breankdown of law end order.

/MR. P.N. SINGH:...
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MR. P.N. SINGH: Sgt. Chalmers gave you the ordsrs when you arrived?

AITNE3S: He told me to divide my men in .2 groups. Sgt. Chalmers told me
that people were lighting fire to people's houses end people being baaten.

MR. P.W. SINGH: Yet you say the crowd was pzaceful?

YITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you see them with any weapons?

WITNBESS: No sir.
M2 P.N. STNGH: No sir.

MR. P.N. 3INGH: Did you fesl that your forces were able to cope with these

emergencies?

WITNZSS: Yes sire.

MR. P.N. SINGH: How often does the Volunteer have training?

-

3 ; !
WITN3SS: We have parades one time perweek on the average.

MR. P.N, SINGH: What about the recruits?

WITNESS: They do two parades per week.

MR. P.N. SINGH: The Sten gun which wes issued to you, could it be used with
a +45 bullet?
WITHESS: No. It uses 9 mme ammunition.

. MR. PsN. SINGH: Could any Sten zun be used with .45 bullets?

WITNZSS: Not that I know of.

PROF. DRAYTON:: You say you lived at Wismar for eizht years. You got on

ot S i —

well with the people?
WITNE3S: Very well indeed.

PROI'. DRAYTON: You were friendly with both Ipdiens end Africans?

PROF'. DRAYTON: When did you become aware of the tension of the possibility

of serious trouble?

AITNESS: The morning of the 24th.

PROF. DR4YTON: No time before?

VITNESS: A couple of weeks before theréwere rumours arsund the ar2a that
psrsons wented to poison the water.

/PROF. DRATTON:...
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PROF. DRAYTON: Sgte. Archer, why did you only have two hours silzep between

the 24th :and 25th?
YITNESS: That was because the number of men were inadequate.

PROI". DRAYTON: Where were you on the night of the 24th?

WITN:S3S: I was in the guard room at Mackenzie, on duty.

PROF'. DRAYTON: Now, in thea course of your evidence, corvcect me if I am

Qrang, you said that some of the crowds wers riotous, and you described
others as a peaceful assembly.

WITNESS: Some were just chatting, and they were walking in groups and meling
noises.

PROF. DRAYTON: Is this riotous behaviour? What is the difference batween

that crowd and the others? #hen I asked you what is & riotous crowd you told
me thet they wers malking noises. Isn't this =o.
WITNZSS: Yes.

PiOF. DRAYTON: Any such crowd you would describe as riotous?

%

HJITNISS: TYes.

PROF. DRAYTON: What were the other crowds doing?

WITHISS3: They were just standing by the roadside looking zbout.

PROF, DRAYTON: Wers they making eny noise?

WITNESS: No.

PROF'. DRAYTON: So that the difference between a crowd and a riotous crowid

dig thet™ riotous crowd is rnoisy. Have you besn trainad to deal with a
riotous crowd?
HJITNESS: No, we have had no such training.

PROF'. DRAYTOW: What were orders for dealing with riotous crowds before

you left Mackenzie?
WITNESS: We were told that if we encounteréd people trying to attack ths
civilians or other people, we were to open fire.

PROF'. DRAYTON: You seid that on two occasions you had sncountzred riotous

crowds milling eround somebody's property. Waat did you do?
ITNBESS:  We hed them dispersed.

FROF. DRAYTON: How?

JATINASS: . .
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WITNESS: We formed extend:d lines and told the people to zo to their
homes.

PROF. DRAYTON: But you said that you wore erdered to shoot at such times.

WITNESS: Only if the crowds tried to attack us or endanger the lives of

the people.

EROF. DRAYTON: Do you consider that these two riotous-crowds were trying
to endanger the lives of civilians and members of the public?
WITN :SS: No not at the time.

PROF. DRAYTON: Yet they were riotous.

WITNESS: They were noisy.

PROF. DRAYTOW: So a riotous crowd is a noisy crowd.
L]

WITNSSS: Or disorderly.

&

PROF. DRAYTON: I am trying to understand what you meen by & riotaus croud.

WITNASS: They werce disordsrly.

PROF. DRAYTON: Many tizes in Georgetowh there are crowds of people making
noise. Would you describe them as riotous?

HITNESS: They could be described ss disorderly.

PROF. DRAYTON: What I an trying to get from you is why you did not fire

into the two riotous crouwds you saw having been given orders to do so berore
you left Macksnzig.w.

WITNESS: If and oniy if they werce trying to endanfer the lives of people
§Hd property or attacking the civilians, end they were not.

PROF. DRaYTON: Thank you.

REV. MCDONALD: Sergeant would you like to change Triotous' to fdisorderly'?
WITNGESS: Yes.

RAV. MCDONiLD: You have lived in Wismar for about three ycars and should

know the people. Would you say that they are eixcitable or volatile?
SITHESS: Not in my opinion.

REV. MCDONALD: Are thsy cealm?

WITVESS: I belicve they are.

REZV. MCDONALD: Habe you. lived on the Coast?

X \d
/HITNESS: .. .
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WITNESS: Ues, I have lived in Georgetown and New Amstercam.

RIV. MCDONALD:  Would you say that the people =t Wismar possess a greater

quality of roughness about them than the people of Georgetown at normal times?

WITNESS: Yes,

REV. MCDONALD: Do you know Lieutenant Wishart?

WITNZSS: Yes.

R3V. MCDONsLD: Do you know if he opened fire at any time?

JITNESS: Yes, I heard that on one occasion he had cause to open fire. At
that time there were two ofthers who fired, one Police Officer and one
Voluntecr Corporal.

REV., MCDONALD: I understand that Lieutenant Wishart has left the district,

do you know of the rcason?

-

WITNESS: I do not know, I heard that he was transferrsd to Georgetown

REV, MCDONALD: Did you hear of threats?

WITNESS: No.

REV. MCDONALD: Would you say Sergcant that knowing the people and knowiag

their nature would meke your position in this terrible situation somewhet

more difficult than the position of the British Troops that came later?

In other words mwould you say that as a person involved in the community

that this added a large amount of difficulty to your work than would have
__beenthe case of a perfect stranger?

WITNESS: No, I do not think so.

RBV. MCDONALD: So you were in the same position as a Sergeant of the

Devon and Dorsets?
AITNSSS: Yes sir.

REV, MCDONALD: Thank you.

CHATRMAN: Do you know Prashad's shop?

AITNES3: Yes,

CHATRMAN: Were you seen drinking at that sh.p at any time during the
25th May.

WITNZSS: NNo.

/CHATRMAN: ...
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CHATRMAN: Were you end your men seen drinking at Remnaresh's shop
situat d et Helf Mile Wismar?
WITNESS: No sir, we could not do that.
CHATRMAN: There is an accusation that Voluﬁteers went by while one
Mrs. Barker aéﬂast Indien women living with an 4frican was borcd. She
started to scream for help, end was passed by a Volunteer,do you know of
this?
WITNE3S: No sir.
CHAIRMAN: Do you know a man called Banga Mary?
WITNE .S: Yes sir.
CHAIRMAN: Did you see him that dey in the crowd?
WITNESS: Yes, I saw him patrolling in the streets.
CHAIRMA. N: Was he part of your unit?

WITNSSS: No sir.

CHATRMAN: He was carrying on his own patrol?

WITNISS: Possibly.

CHATRMAN: Did any of the evacuces make any accusations about Banga Mary
to you?

WITNESS: No sir.

CHAIRMAN: Did your patrol rescue one Mrs. Gopie?

WITNESS: No sir. ’

PR LT e R
et

CHATRMAN: You did not rescues anyone nemed Gopie in a jeep?

WITHESS: No sir, I did no wmobile patrols,

CHATRMAN: Thank you.

MR. SHEPHERD: There are nine Volunteers here to make statements.

MR. RAMSAROOP: We intend to call some of them.
CHATRMAN: Lance Corporal Bacchus. What Bacchus.
WITNESS: Oswald Bacchus.

MR. RAMSAROOP: On the 24th May, 1964, you,with 24 others were embodied

et Mackenzie around 2.30 p.m. under command of Sergsant Lrcher.
WITNESS: Yese

/MR . RASAROCP:
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MR. RAMSARQOP: TYour duties were read to you by your 0.C. of the 'D' Company

and rounds were then issued to you?

WITNSSS: Yese

MR. RAMSAROOP: And to everyone of you, rounds of ammunition.

WITHESS: Yese.

MR. RAMSAROOP: On the said Sundey 12 of you reported at the Wismer Polics

Station to duty. The Serseant then in charge of the Station detailed two
Volunte:rs and one Policemen to do patrol in the district. You and one
other voluntecr along with Corporal Joseph patrolled One Mile area until
5 p.m.

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: You thought everything then was calm.

JITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: On the 25th Mey around 10 aums you were called out to assist

the Police at Wismar. You got to the station around 10.30 a.m. and at thet
time houses were being burnt and people werc at the Station asking for help.

JITNES3S: Yes sir,

MR. RAMSAROOP: What type of help was requested?
HITNE3S: To assist, them-in bringing their things to the Station in order

that they will be saved.

-

MR. RAMSARQOR: . Tiecutenant Roberts got to the station asbout 10.40 a.m.

—pre S

About 10.45 you received o report from an Indian woman whose name you can't
remember.  She reported that men had beaten her at Helf Mile area and that
sne had to run with her nine months baby in the bush. At that time the
rain was falling.

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Where was the rain falling?

WITHESS: At Wismar,

MR. RAMSAROOP: You recalled that Mr. Roberts took six men and went in

search of the child but did not find any trace of the child. You and

others in your company made inguiries but to no avail. You with your men

/continued....
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continued to patrol, rescuing people in the Half Mile and One Mjle ares.
WITNGESS: Yes sirs’

MR. RAMBAROOP: In the Half Mile area an Indian man reported to you that some

men were setting fire to his house which was a concrete building. Yourself
and Ljeutenant Roberts, Major Langhasm and two other Privates when to the man's
assistance, where you saw no one at the place you referred to. You checked
ground the building and windows were broken and bottles ware strewn over his
plece.

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Lieutenant Roberts aslced the people there if they would like

hii» to take them to the Police Station to which they replied 'yes) but they
would like to tske a few things with them'?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: Yourself and one other Private whose name you can't recall.

You were detained by Lieutenant Roberts to watch these people and efter thney
had finished packing you took them to'the Wismar Polics Station.
WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RisM3SAROOP: The families comprised of four. Is thet correct?

JIITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMBAROOP: An-hour later the house w2s burnt. Was it the house that
yosu were detailed to watch.

WITNESS: It wasn't the house sir, we were told to watch the people.

MT. R.MSARQOP: When ycu war: finished watching you than reported to the

Police Station around 5 p.m. Bverything seem=d calm at the time?
AITNBSS: Yes sirs

MR. RAMSAROOP: About 5.30 p.m. yourself and Corporal Roberts rescusd Lalte

Pzul and nis family of threc, also Barbara Jack and family - a family of five.
+ITHESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMSAROOP: On the 26tha Nay this year around 8 a.m. were you posted to

One Mile area with Devonshire and Dorset soldiers?

WITNE8S: Yes sir.

/My. RAMSAROCP:. ..
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MR. RAaMSAROOP:  And arowrd 10 a.m. on that dey you received a report

from @ negro woman that her son's girl was locked in a house for two days
and was afraid to come out and was asking for help to get across to
Mackenzie at Dr. Klautky's rasidence where she was working.

WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. RAMS/:ROOP. Her son's girl’s name was Betty Hamid and she was having

a young baby. She was just at the point of delivery.
WITNZSS: No sir.

. MR. RAMSARQOP: At about 3 p.m. you got another report and you went to thes

assistance of three Indians who wers hiding et @ negro men's plwe. You

WITNESS: No sir.

MR. RiMSAROOP: At sbout 3430 pum.you roportod bosi ab sha [ismar Polios
\

Station where one Ross from the One Mile area called you end asked you to

wailt on.

WITN#ESS: Yes sir

MR. RaMSAROOF: From where did this man czll you? Was it in his house?

You went to him. He said that he vas afraid and he was hidinz for three
days. His wife was a negress. You took both of them subsequently to the
Wismar Police Station.

WITNESS: Yes sira

MR.-SHEPHERD: No questions.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you know Hakim's residence? Oh, by the way do you

know Hekim 4111 known as Khan? Could you possibly see from whars you
were to Hekim's residence?
WITNZSS: No sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Now, how far away you were?

WITNESS: One mile.

MR. P.N. SINGH: You were in compzny with Lieutenant Roberts at that time,

and you were 35C yards and saw Hakin's house at the time.

JITN3SS: We were not at that time together.

/MR. P.N. SINGH:...
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MR. P.N. SINGH: You said that you wers with him =nd you never left him.

YITHESS: I was not withhim all the time.
)

MR. P.4. SINGH: When did you leave Wismer?

WITHESS: I cen't remember, Early the next morning.

MR. P.N. 3IHGH: How many crowds you saw?

WITNESS: I did not tike a check.

MR. P.N. SINGH: About how meny in a crowd?

WITNESS: About 100.

MR. P.N. SINGH: You saw crowds, what were they doing?

WITNESS: They wers gothering on the road chatting. Some were ginging.

MR. P.N. SINGH: What were they singing?

WITNESS: I con't remembsr.

MR. P.N. SINGH: They were not by eny chance singing "We Shall Not Be Moved"?

JITNESS: I can't remember.

MR. P.:. SINGH: Youdid not try to disperse the crowd?

WITNESS: Yes, I did my best to break the crowd.

MR. P.N. SINGH: If you saw one hundred people would you try to disperse

the crowd?
WITNESS: I tried,

MR. P.N. SINGH: When you went to disperse the crowd did they bother with

you?

ITHNESS: Ho sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: When you saw fire did you call the crowd to assist you

gince they were loitering in the streets?

MR. SHEPHiIRD: He did not say anything ebout puttinz out fire.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you call the people to help you? Why?

WITNESS: Because I believed they were only keepihg noise and they were
not making trouhle.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you recognise anybody in the crowd?

YITNESS: Well I can't say no.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Give me the names of one or two.

WITNSG3S: I cennot remember the names.
/MR.P.K.SINGE:.
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MR. P.N. SINGH: Were they men or women whom you racognised?

AITNS3S: They wer:z men,women and children.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you find th~t when you dispersed o crowd her:s, they

gould go somewhere else to gather. Did yosu 20 behind them and disperse
them again?
WITNESS: We hadn't time to go and disperse them again.

MR. P.N. STHGH: About how far did they zo and gather?

WITNEZS5S: Sometimes when you #o and disperse a crowd here, they would =0
somewhers else.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Let us say that you dispersed a crowd at point 4, you suy

that they would go somewhere else?
WITNZSS: Yes.

MR. P.N. SINGH: What did you do then?

JITNESS: You cannot do them snything becruse they =re peaceful.

MR, P.N. SINGH: Well if you think theyiare peaceful why did you trouble

them in the first place?
#ITNES3: Because a fire was woing on.

MR. P.N. SINGH: - Wasn't it\one of your duties th disperse crowds?

WITNESS: Yes.

MR. P.N. SINGH:- So, you did not serve any purpose at »117?

- WITWESS: Why.did you st~y s0, it was my orders thet I was carrying out,

MR. P.N. SINGH: Were any guns fired at them?

MR, P, N. SINGH: Did you have a Lance Corporal in your group by the nie

of Simonds?
WITNISZ: Yes.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Your group was gathersd a2t that time?

WITNESS: Yes sir, we were workiny up the hill.

)“\"'\f

MR. P.N. STNGH: And Simonds carried a sun?

WITNESS: Yes.

/Mr. P.N. SINGH..
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1 Simonds '
MR. P.N.SINGH: Did you at any time hear Lance Corpornl/discharsz a gun?

WITHeSS: No ‘sir, bzcause I did not work with him.

MR. P.N. SINGH: How many men were there in your group?
IITHNESS . About six or s:ven, I cannot remember exaetly because it is a
I

long time.

MR. P.N. SINGH: How com@ you cannot remembar, do you know that you were

going to give evidence today?
o
JITNE 'S: Yes, But I do not have a book of the notes to check.

MR. P.N. SINGH: If your petrols had fired, would you have made a note of it?

WITNSS3: Yes.

MR. P.N. SIdGH: When would you have made a note of it?

WITNERS: When we got back to the guard room.

MR, P.N. SINGH: Did you hear Lance Corporel 3imonds say that he had dis-

charged a gun?
JITHESS: No.

MR. P.N. SINGE: You did not discharge any?

JITHESS: No.

MR. PPN. SINGH: Did you see enybody being beaten?

WITNESS: No.

PR. P.N. SINGH: “And you were patrollinz the Ope Mile area, and during the
course~of your patrol, you saw no one oeing beaten and so the place was
peaceful?

WITNESS: Yes.

M2. P.N. 3INGH: Thank you.

PRAF.DRAYTON: Lance Corporel Bacchus, who were the people who were with you

on patrolet that time?
WITNBBS: 2 There were siz of us in the group, and we wer:z on tLp of
the hill.

PROF. DRAYTON: Continually on top of the hill?

WITNZSE: Yes, we were rascuing people. Our job was to rescue people.

/PROF. DREYTON:...
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PROIF. DRAYTON: Were you as & sroup tozether all the time?

WITNESS: Yes, we werce patrolling.

PROF'. DRAYTON: Who were the six people in your group?
WITNESS: I cannot remember the names.

PROF. DRAYTON: You ceaniot rcmember any of the nimes of the people who were

working with you to this day?
WITYESS: I cen remember Lieutenant Thomas and Major Lanzhem.

DROF. DRAYTON: Major Laangham was in your sroup?

JITNESS:  Yes, but not all the time.

FPROF. DRAYTON: Who else?

HITNESS: Dance Corporal. Stevenson.

PROF. DRAYTON: Was Lance Corporal Simonds with you?

HITNESS: As far as I can remembar he wasn't with us.

PROF. DRAYTON: Was Lieutenant Roberts with you?

WITNESS: Yes sir.

PROI'. DRAYTON: Who is responsible for the issuing of ammunition =and guns cf

various descriptions?
WITNISS:

PROF. DRAYTON: When you were ambodied who was the person responsible for

issuing individual members 5f your unit with arms?
JITNESS s=Sergeant Archer issued rounds of smmunition.

PROF., DRAYTON: What about weapons?

IITNESS:  Sergeant Archer did that.

PROF. DRAYTON: And they had presumably a rscord kept of what particular

type of weapon was issued to a particular individual?
WITNESS: Yes sir.

PROF. DRAYTON: Could you tell us why person is issued a Sten gun, and

cznother a rifle?

YITNESS: All the N.C.O!'s were issued with Sten suns.

PROF. DRAYTON: How long did you iive in this area?

WITNES3: 17 years.

/PiOF; DRLYTON:
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PROI*. DRAYTON: At Wismare?

WITNESS: Mackenzie.

PROF. DRAYTON: What is your job when you zre out of uniform?

JITNES3: Technical man. Sampler st the Demba Lzboratory.

Did you get on well with both ethnic groups?

WITNESS: Yes.

PROF. DRAYTON: For how long prior to the 24th May did you become. zcquainted
that there was a possibility of trouble in the area?
WITHESS: I never had the idea of thers going to be any trouble in the area.

PROF. DRAYTON: Well then only on the 24th did you bacome aware of tais

trouble.

gpeaking these rumours.

PROF. DRAYTON: Thank you.

RV, MCDONALD: Where have you been living?

JITNEZS: 456 Bulletwood Strect.

MR. MCDONALD: In your statement that you have mentioned, what wes the general

impression at Wismar/Christianburg side. You wera on top of the hill most of

the day?
PITNASS: Yes sir.

B3V, MCDONALD: ;Was thers 2 lot of smoke on top of the hill?

WITNESS: Yes.

REV. MCDONALD: When you glanced down into the Valley of Tears, and the
flat lend near the river, whet did you sce?

WITNESS: There w.s allot of smoke and fire.

MRS. MUOTOO: In your opinion would it be harder to sce down below?
YITNESS: Yes.

REV. MCDONALD: Did you say when you were on duty the nisht of the 24th

that everything was calm?

WITNESS: I saw no fires where I was on patrol.
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MRS, MOOTOQ: Sgt. Bacchuz you said you didn't see anybody being raped or
beaten, woula you say that the damage was done before you arrived?

MR. SHEPHERD: I object to that auestion;

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Shepherd I think that memhers of the Commission have a risht
to question this witness.

MRéj MOOT00: Did you fezl that =1l thz trouble had taken place when you
arrived?

WITNE iS¢ I seoid that when I arrived some of the houses wers glrsady on
fire, the people were not 1l ating at that time.

MRS. MOQTOJ: Does that mean that you were swamoned too.late, and you
couldn't have prevented any dsmage? TFrom whot you.scid you errived too late.
WITNESS: I would.not sey that.

MRS. MOUTO0: You didn't see ahy damase done before your eyes?

WITW®SS: No, I didn't.

MRS. MOOTOO: You wére rescuing the people who had already been beaten ovut
it doesn't me.n that you‘arrived too late?

WITNSSS: When we arrived the damage had already been done, and some of the

houses were burning.

MR. SHEPHERD: :When you szy "I arrived toc late", do you mean th-t you were

L3
-

too late to save these houses?

el e
WITN®35: Yes sir.

MR, SHSFIERD: You did rot mean thzt you werz too late to do some rrood.

JITNESS: No sir.



CHATRMAN:

spot where

WITNESS:
CHATRMAN:

WITNESS

CHAIRMA® N.

= A%
" And you were looking towards the
these houses. Were they being burnt?®
H Ye S n
" Could the crowd hqve seen you?"
" Yes, there was a possibility"
1

Thank you Leiutenant Thomag"

"You are excused ",

SULTAY SATTAUR being duly sworn, states as follows:

CHAIRMAN :

" Your present addrcess is Plantation

Enmore, East Coast, Demerara®?"

WITNESS:
CHAIRMAN:

WITNESS :

ASCHEATRMAN 5
. WITNESS :
CHATRMAN:

WITNESS :
CHAIRMAN ¢

LA o RSB
" Are youn employed?®?"

" Yes, with the Pcople's Progressive

-

Party as an Elections Officer",

" You used to live at Wismar®
" Yes Sir"

" You were operator at Demba Bauxite

" Yes Sdir"

" Around 1llth May, 1964, you heard

anything at Wispar?"

WITNESS:

re being burnt".

w

CHATRMAN :

.

" Bombing and burnihg. Two houses

" Did they threaten you? What did the

say to you?"

WITNESS::

" We would burst your collie rass.

. Normally. the people were on the road"

CHAIRMAN:.
WITNESS:.
CHAIRMAN:
. WITNESS:.

Assistantg

‘U Were they all negroes?"

"They were all nggroes”

"+ Did you make any report of this?"

" T-complained to my Superintendent and

Superintendent that if I do-.nct come to

w§pk_t@gy”must not think that I am not working any

more, because of the disturbances. of the area I could

-~
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'Bé’killed” -
éﬁAI£MAN: 0 De gou think you would have Dbeen
killed?" .
WITNESS ¢ 1 Yegh
CHAIRMAN: " Who you reported to?"
WITNESS ¢ " One Mr. Howard, and I told him

that there would be a massacre at Wismar"

CHATRMAN ¢ " He called in NMr. Plynn?"
WITNESS: " Mr, Plynn also asked me the samne

thing. I told him I wouldn't go home, but I

would sleep in the Power hcuse, because my life

was threatened, and I slept in his office._ But
. before that I went back to my job, and ths three

“of sus went back to the office"

" About what time?!

WITNESS ¢ " About two weeks before"
CHATRMAN . " One month, (Normally my leave was

up, but as I was not feeling well, I asked for

one month's sick leave"

CHATRIMAN, " Where were you on the 25the?"
WITNESS : "T was up at Nabaclis,E. C. Demerara,
CHAIRMAN , " What ti@e?”
" WITNESS ¢ " About two weeks before"
CHAI%MKﬁ; " You had a house at Wismar®?"
WITNESS, " I was stopping at Mr. Jairam"
CHATIRVMAN, " Did you loose anything?"
'WITNESS: " I lost my cycle and somé clothes

which I left there"

PAUL NIRGIN, sworn and si&ates as follows:-
CHAIRMANG " Your present address is 223 Success
Housing Scheme, East Coast, Demerara?"

WITNESS : " Yes Sir"

CHATRMAN , " What work are you doing?"
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WITNESS : * NWothing zix"

CHATIRMAN : " You are not working j unemployed?"
WITNESS : W' Yes: sdrt

CHAIRMANo ”'And gn the 25th May where you lived?"
WITNESS: " The Valley of Tears, Wismar"
CHATIRMAN: " You lived there with your parents?:

What was your father's name?"

WITNESS : M Wiksinh

CHATRIAN, " What work you did at Wismar?"

WITNESS: " T use to be with him on the tug"

CHATRMAN ¢ " Your father had a tug and you use to work

with him on this tug. How big was the family?!

WITNESS: "Five children

CHATRMAN : " Your mother alive?"

WITNESS: W Ees gLl

CHATRMAN. " Now on the night/of the 26th, Sunday

night how many of you were at home?"

WITNESS : " Four of us"
CHATRMAN, " FPour Qf/¥ou all?"
WITNESS s " Myseédf,; two brothers and a smaller
sister"
dHiIRMAN. " ind your mother?"
~ WIETNESSe v My mothér was in Berbice"

CHATRMAN: - =% And your father?"

WITNESS : " My father was in town"

CHATIRMAN ; "When did your father come back from
Georgetown?" //
WITNESS: " Monday morning he reached Wismar"/”/

» CHATRMAI : " Now on the night of the 24th did

.anything happen at Wismar?"

WITNESS: " I saw fire at the back"

CHATIRMAN : " Saw Pire? What kind of fire? And as
a result what you did?"

WITNESS: - " I kept watch with my brothers"
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CHAIRMAN: "Did anything happen to you during
that might 2t

WITNESS: " No. Sir™"

CHAIRMAN s " Do you say that the plaqe was tense?
Were you afraid?"

WITNESS : " YasnSir"

CHATIRIMAN " When your father came home dicd he

tell you to do anything?"

WITNESS: " He came home at 7. a. m, "

CHATRMAN " What did he tell you?"

WITNESS " He szid that we must pack up and we
hawxe to go to the landing®. "We started .to move

out. We didn't pack anything because weg . sew & mob

a2t Mr. Khan's house".

CHAIRMAN. " & mob of about how many?"

WITNESS: " About 40 peopleat Mr. Khan's house"
CHATRMAN, " At Valley of Tears?"

WITNESS @ " Yes"

CHATRMAN. " Is that the same Mr. khan who has

a son by the nameé of Richard Khan?"

WITNESS : { Wes?
CHATRMAN,: " Whet was_the 2rowd doing?"
WITNES S " They we re beating Richard Khan at

-

LT et

that time "

CHATRMAN " aAnd you continued?"

WITNESS @ " TesM

CHAIRMAN. " Whet you and your father did?"
WITNESS : " We started to run out and one shout

look a2 coolie going there and they left from Khan's

place and went after us"

CHATIRMAN , " Yes, and what happened next?"
WITNESS: " As we started to run and ran up the

hill T missed my father"

CHAIRMAN : " And you went where?"
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WITNESS: * We went and hid in some bush"

b enc

you s80 supirang. what was the mob doing?”

WITNESS : " They ha& sticks and iron vars ang eirl
kinds of fhings™

CHAIRWMAN, " HOW long did you stay there?"
WITNESS: " We stayed there about one hour or

two. And we saw some people coming from the hill

about a mile or so. So we joined them!

CHAIRIIAN: " You and your brothers?
WITNESS» " Two brothers and one sxster"
CHAIRMAN . " You joined the Last Indian posople who wero

coming down from oile mide ana you followed! them?"
Did you recognize anybody?"
WITNESS ; ¥ T recognized Benga tiary; he was the

leader and I heard him saf ¥ill/him Three O'clock".

CHATIRMAN. " You saw Banga Mary?"
WITNESS., ¥ Yes"
CHAIRMAN. " Now while you were in this crowd

did anything happen to you?"
WEONESS ;. " Whilst I was going down I saw a flock
. 0f boys teenagers about 18 to 19 years"

N

CHATRMAW. . " How many boys?"

WITHESS: " & to 8 boys. Then they said boy where
are you going and they screarbled me and started beat-

ing me up, and I got a cut on the right side of

ny face,"
CHATRMAN , " You 2l1ll went to the police station?!
WITNESS . " We couldn't get tc Wismar station be-

cause the road was blocked"

CHATRMAN., " So when did you go to the station?"
WITNESS. " T weht toa the main road with the ferry

boat and a man by the name of George who was in the

erowd paid five dollars to go across to Mc Kenzie side"



CHATRMANof__

.sWITNEss, -fiﬁ Simon®

" Well George shouted Oh God. I never

o7 see'unythlng 11ke thls. Sergeant Simons said that

4 1pstead of tajklng about 'God' we had better get
went under the station?"
e s 4 and corporal Iall came down

stalrs und asked what ‘was the matter"

CHAIRMnN. n What time. was that?"
iaih e A PILILS
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WITNESS: " Well, they were a good way off?"

MR.P . N.SINGH. " What were they doing?"

WITNESS. "They were walking about®

MR.P.N.SINGH. " From where they were walking,

could they have seen that you were being beaten?"
WITNESS. "Yop Boe!

MR.P.N,SINGHE, " Did any of them come to your

assistance?"
WITNESS. " No sir"

IR.P.N.SINGH. " Didanything happen to the crowd

you saw going down from half mile?"

WITNESS, N o Stxd

MR.P.B.SINGH. " They ran away?"

WITNESS: " Yes Sir"

MR.P.N.SINGH. " Did you recognize any of the teen-

agers who were beating you?"
WITNESS. " Well , ify I.saw them again I will
recognize them".

MR.P.N.SINGH. " Do you know their names?"

WITNESS. i N0 @yt

MR.P.N.,SINGH. " Did you reeognize anyone in the

group which was beating Khan?"
WITNESS : " Yes Sir, I recognized 'Banga lary'

MR.P.N.SINCH. ™ Anyone else?"

WITNESS. " T heard someone shout 'Three Q'clock’

look a cooliey, kill him"

MR.P.N.SINGH. " You heard that?"

WITNESS. " ¥ee Dart

MR,P.N.SINGH. " Thank you".

DR .DRAYTON "  When your father reached Wismar

at 3. o'clock where did he go?*"
WITNESS., " He went home".

DR, DRAYTON, " When you ran out of the house, was

your father with you?"



WITNESS .. "
DR. DRAYTON, "

WITNESS. 4

and ran after me

DR. DRAYTON. "

him?"
WITNESS. 3
DR. DRAYTON. "

well?"

WITNESS . »
DR. DRAYTON., "

Simon whom you
platform?"

WITNESS . "

DR. DRAYTON, "

Going?"
WITNESS : "
DR. DRAYTOK. "

WITNESS.

DR. DRAYTON. ¥

from them?!
WITNESS. D

DR . _DRAXPON, "

MRS . MOOTOO. ™"

assistance?"
WITNESS . U
FOOTO0.., M

IL‘_'.S.

being beaten?"
WITNESS. "
RS .MMOOTOO0., "

WITNESS, kK
MRS .MOOTOO., "

WITHNESS:: "

Yes™
What happerned to him?"

The crowd shouted - Look a coolie'

c\l?a

Did they leave Khan after beating

I dod not look™,

Do you know Sergean Simon very

No not so well'.

You are certaein it was Sergeant

saw alt Mc Kenzie Police Station

Yegt ‘e

What were the police and Volunteer

They wexre . just walking about".

Walking ‘about doing nothing?"
You did not receive any assistance

No Sir"
Thank you",

Did you call to the Police for

No™"

Do you think they saw the Indians

Yes"

Why 2"

Because I could have been them"
What were they looking at 2"

I do not know"



WITNESS.
MRS .MOOTOO. v

WITNESS. g
MRS. MOOTOO. =

a little chat?"

WITNESS. U

MRS. MOOTO0. "
WITNESS. T

. MRS . MOOTOO, r

they had work to
WITNESS, 1

MRS. MOOTOO, ik

WITNESS.
MRS. MOOTOO, !

Nothing at all®?"
No, nothing at all"

Were they just standing and having

remY 3

Did you sec them helping anyone?"
No"

At that time did you feel that
do?"

They were not busy"

They just had nothing to~&o0?"

Apart from your father and Richard

Khan being beaten did you see anyone else?"

WITNESS, 2

MRS. MOOTOO. "

WITHNESS. %

No"
Did you see anyone setting fire?"

No. Only when they were setting

fire to our house"

MRS .MOOTOO. \

father when

1
time "

MRS, MOOTOO. u

WITNESS. "

MRS JMOOTOO0 . "

WITNESS. L
MRS .MOTOQO. i

Was the police looking at your

he’'was being beaten?"

No, they were not looking et that
Did :you call out to the Police?®
No”

Why?"

We were in confusion"

Did you ask them to help you to

take you across to the station?"

WITNESS. L

MRS . MOOTOO. i

No, we did not talk at all"

Were the teenage boys running after

you at that time?"

WITNESS. L

MRS .MEOTOO., K

Yes!"

Did you see any Policemen?"



WITNESS . f¥e ot

.

MRS .MOOTO0, " What were they doing?"

L WIDNESS. " Only walking about doing hothing?"
CHATIRMAN , " What would you say was the value

of your house?"
WITNESS., "Everything comes to the valuc of
$8,000.00"

CHATRMAN : " Was it insured®?"
WITNESS. " No it wasnt't "
CHAIRIIAN, " What happened with the tug? Were

you able to zot the tug?"

WITNESS . " It was alright*
CHATRMAN, "Thanlz youn

SUKHOO being sworn states as followss

CHATIRMAN ., " You live at Lot 15 Seccoud Stwoeidg
La Penitence?ﬁ ‘
WITNESS . " Yes Siz®

" You have & wife and 6 children?"

WITNESS. " Yes Sir"

CHAIRMAN . "Wnat-work do you do now?"

WITNESS ") am not working"

CHAIRMAN4 " In Mgy yom lived at 43 Silver Town
Wismar .

WITNESS. ? Yes"

éHﬁIﬁMAN. " And there you carried on a shop?"
WITNESS. " Yes Six"

QHAIRMAN: ".In the lower flat;’and you live in

théluppérlilat?“

WITNESS. I Tes;, 3ioh

CHATRMAN. “ On- Priday 22nd May did-you see any-

thing happening at Wismar?"

WITNESS. " Yes , I saw fires; houses were
burning®

CHAIRMAN. " Yes" " Where®?"

WITNESS: " Up the one mile area"

s 11



CHAIRMAN.,

w B

* On the Monday 25th May, 1964 about

8 Q'ciock anything happened?"

WITNESS,
ing" '
CHATRMAN.
WITNESS :
CHATRMAN
happened?"
WITNESS ¢

"Yes, I went to work on Monday morn-
" What time did you leave for work?"
" T left for work at 7 @g'clook™

" When you went to work, anything.

" No, but in the Shop where T work

around 8. otclock I saw fire in the one mile ares'.

CHAIRMAN,
WITNESS.
CHATRMAN,
WITNESS:

as a labourer
CHAIRMAN.
WITNESS.

11 .oMelack™
CHATIRMAN,
WITNESS':

"After you saw that what happened?"
" Well, after that I still saw fircgs"
" Where were you working?!

" it Mc Kenzie at the Carpentsr shop
i}

§
" You came home?

" When'the breakfast horn blew at

" Whatgrd you see?V

v Avdlot of crowds 211 eround; not in

ny premlses but all over Wismar area "

CHATRMAN.,
WITNESS .+

B e ey

" What happened to you?"

" Nothing happened to me. After we

came home we got confused after seeing all these

people,; -and shortly after I told my wife like

something happening"let us pack up these clcthes

and put them at the back of the yard. ibout 2,

o'clock I saw
QH}IRMAN.. i
WITNESSJ i
CHAIRMAN, i
WITNESS. g

many people come into my yvard"
How many people?"

About 12 negroes"

What happened?"

They ‘came and compelled my tenants

to move the furniture and clothes"

CHATRMAN, .

people?"

Did you :recognize any of the 12



-

WITNESS. nrYgs.

I went to them and spoke to

the blackfellows and begged them if they would save
L my building. They said sorry, they had got paid to
burn 11 the Indian buildings and they had to do

it.: After that we continued packing our clothes in

the fowl-pen and about 3 o'clock I saw them come

to break Mr. Persaud's building, there I saw one

volunteer and two policemen walk away"

CHATRMAN., "

WITNESS. i
CHAIRMAN, L
WITNESS . -
and I did not

Persaud's house,

You saw them walk away?"

Yesg!

What happened next?"

I ran to the back with my children and wife
see any thing more. after they broke

they came to my building and put

fire on the big building.”

CHATRMAN . |
WITNESS. i
to take us to
CHATIRMAN, i
WITNESS. i
CHATRMAN, A
WITNESS. v
WITNESS, U

Station to

CHAIRMAN., "

WITNESS. 4

-3

in about
CHATRVMAN, "
WITNESS. H
CHATIRMAN, .
to be?"

WITNESS. g

$32,000.00

Fa

How long you stayed. there?"

I sent my two ssons to get some Volunteers
the Police Station"

Did yourspeak to then?"

I did ot speak to the Voluntcers?

Well what happened?"

Let me tell you all over again"

' Yes!

I sent my big boys to the Police

bring some Volunteers"

What time did they arrive?"

My boys along with the Volunteers came

o'clock"

When they. eame what did you say?"
I told them nothing"

Okay, What did you estimate your loss

I estimate my loss to be around



CHATIRMAN , ""Yes Mr. Shepherd" .

MR . SHEPHERD: ¥ Four woluntess vame and carried

you to-the .Police gtation. What time was this?"

"JITNESS» i 7 .. pemo "

MR.SHEPHERD: " 4t night ev

WITNESS. " Yegt
MR.SHEPHERD: "' What would have happened if they did

not carry you?"
WITNESS : " I don't know'

MR .SHEPHERD: " Now earlier you saw two volunteegrs"

"Do you know if they were responsible for the
breaking of Persaud's Store?"

WITNESS. " I do not know"

MR. SHEPHERD." What were their names?"

WITNESS, " T do not know their names"

MR. SHEPHERD." You do not know their names, you
4

are sure, If I brought them here would ¥Jou be able
to point, them out?"
WITKESS. M, Noy sl

MR. SHEPHERD:™ They would be coming here and you

will have o pick them out?"

" T cannot pick them out at all., I do

not know then"

MR.SHEPHERD: " I must reserve cross-—examination,

until further instructions"

MRP,SINGH, " How far away were they from Per-

saud!s Stere?"
WITNESS, N About I reds"

MR.P.SINGH. " Did you think that they could have

broken Persaud's Store?!
WITNESS :: " Yes Sir"

MR,P, SINGH, " What 4id they break the shop with?"

WITNESS. " T do not know, I was at the back".



‘MRS . MOOT 00,

- Station?"

o "WITNESS .

L)

-MRS. MOOTOQOO.

side?"
WITNESS.
Stetion™

MRS . MOOTOO.

WITNESS .

MRS. MOOTOQO.

n

fl

"

Were there people at the Police

Yes there were people"

Were there crowds inside or out-

They were crowds outside the Pnlice

Were they negroes?"

They were all negroes"

Where there any rumour sthat

anyone would attack you?"

WITNESS.
DR, DRAYTON.

WITNESS.
DR. DRAYTON,

WITNESS.,
DR. TRAYTON

were there?!

WITNESSs
N

DR. DRAYTON.

WITNESS.
not know the

DR. DRAYTON,

WITNESS
PR, DRAYTON,

 CHATRMAN,

RAMKUMAR was
CHAIRMAN.

n

n

No"

Did .you know any of the negores?"
No Sir®

Were they strangers?"

Yes./Sir"

You had some tenants How many

I have four tenants"

Their names please?"

"George, Palmey, and Leonard" "I do

other name"

1"

"

]

n

Were they all negroes?"
Yes they were all necgores"
That' is.all®

Thank you Mr. Sookhoo,

sworn in and states as follows:

H

You now live at 264 Punt Trench

Road La Penitence?" What work are you doing?"

WITNESS.

"

Nothing"



% Yeg!

" What was the situation at Wismar arounéd

" On the 24th I was home, I saw one
house burning down at Wismar Hill, I stayed ard kept

watch at my home!

CHAIRMAN. " How many children do you have?"
WITNESS. " Five children living with me"
CHAIRMAN, " Did enything happen to you the, t

Sunday night?H

WITNESS. M About 8ret!clock I saw threc men come

upg to one aAlma Ieyne. They hed a hand bhag and a parcecl

under their arms, They went to ATme and the husband
and they discussed for aboutten minutes. After they
had finished they left, as{we came outside Bfr nmy
gaete, they fired a gun shot at py—in—law and myself ;

but it didn't hit.ge"

GHATRMAN. " Nothing happened to you thet night?"
WITNESS. " They went away and aboud 7 a'olocl in

the night, ;T heard-e loud explesion a# Sooknan

prenisesd=
CHATRMAN, " How far was "that estimsted?"
WITNESS. " About 25 rods. Well I left home amd

went to Mrs. Remjattan and spent the balance ef

the night therev

OHATIRMAN, " Was she therc?"
WITNESS. " She was in Georgetown. I rcturned

early in the morning, leaving my ocusin home the
Monday",
CHAIRMAN. . " What is your cousin's name?"

WITNESS: " Rame oomar !



w 55 =
CHAIRMAN, " About what time?"

WITNESS. ! About 7 o'clock, I went out on the
road, While I was therc a lady came up to me and

asked me to turn over the gun I had last night. I

told her I never had a2 gun, and I never fired onc"

The man and the lady had five bottles in their

hands, four bottles of rum and one bottle of cider.-:
She lifted her hand and fired a lash on my left
shoulder, When she was about to hit me again, I

jumped into the river. The whole crowd came down and
continued pelting me. The same lady burst my head.

I was in the river all the time. My son-in-Law and son
she pelted with the other two bottleds Théy then ran

to the police station"

1A N "This is what time?"
WITNESS. " About 8 . o'clock”: My son-in-law
and son went to make a report. About ten minutes .

after the police camc and* they told me to ccme out
of tke river. When-I started to come out of thp water
the crowd started to cuff me and kick me, the p;lice
managed to push me into the jeep. They drove me to =

strggtigglled Send Road. They drove from there to

the Stationt

CHATIRMAN, " You spent the whole day at the Sta-

tion?"
WITNESS, " Whilet I was taere Sir I saw plenty

-

houses on the hill burning"

"

CHATRMAN, " You didn't get back to your home that
day?ll

WITNESS ¢ U e SErn

CHATRIMAN, " Did you sent the psdlice for your

family? They brought your family?"

WITNETSS. " nly my daughter and my son-in-law"





